
Middle School English A Syllabus (2019-2020) 
 
Welcome, everyone! I have two primary goals for this class:  
1) to teach students to analyze works of fiction for prominent elements, such as genre, context, structure, plot, 
character development, voice, point of view, conflict, theme, etc., and  
2) to teach them how to draft academic essays in MLA format  

 
The syllabus is subject to change, particularly if I see a need to switch directions, to slow down, or to speed up. I 
communicate regularly on the class page, which you (student and/or parent) should check between class meetings:  

https://jenniecreatesclasses.com/ms-english-a/  
Feel free to contact me at any time: (423) 503-7971 / jennie@jenniecreates.com 

 
Fall works: A Mango-Shaped Space by Wendy Mass, The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, and Fuzzy 
Mud by Louis Sachar 
 
Spring works: The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine, Chasing Space (Young Reader’s Edition) by Leland 
Melvin, and selected poems (provided by me on the class site)  
 
Required Materials: MLA Handbook (7th Edition); new/used/borrowed copies of each book; access to a 
computer and printer; a notebook/journal/paper in an existing notebook; pencil/pen for in-class work and 
note-taking. Please bring the MLA Handbook to class.  
 
Helpful Materials: a free Grammarly account; parental support for at-home editing  

 
This class has four primary elements.  
 
1) Assigned reading: It is imperative that students complete the assigned reading each week. Since all other 
elements of this class are born out of the texts, the rest will suffer if they don’t keep up.  
 
2) Reading Quizzes: First thing each class meeting, students will take a reading quiz to ensure they know major 
plot points and other elements found in the stories.  
 
3) Five essays and a poem: Students will write three essays in the fall, two essays in the spring, and a poem at 
the end of the year.  
 
4) Worksheets/End-of-the Semester test on literary elements and MLA format.  

 
Note: I have high expectations for all of my students, but as a homeschooling mother I understand there are plenty 
of variables that affect a student’s capabilities. There is travel, illness, sports, etc. If there is a problem with an 
assignment, contact me BEFORE it is due. I have no problem extending grace to a student BEFORE a due date. 
There is less grace to be extended ON or AFTER a due date, particularly when it becomes a bad habit. Just keep 
me in the loop and all will be well.  

https://jenniecreatesclasses.com/ms-english-a/

