
High School English A/Year B (2019-2020) 
 
The syllabus is subject to change, particularly if I see a need to switch directions, slow down, or speed up. I 
communicate regularly on the class page, which you (student and/or parent) should check between class meetings 
(this is a new page, so if you’ve been in my classes before, please re-bookmark the site):  

https://jenniecreatesclasses.com/hs-english-a/ 
Feel free to contact me at any time: (423) 503-7971 / jennie@jenniecreates.com 

 
Prerequisites: Students should have taken at least one writing class beforehand and have a working knowledge of 
how to construct a five-paragraph essay. We will briefly review this process at the start of the fall semester, but 
the basic foundations of essay writing should already be there. Students also need to know how to format papers 
in Google Drive, as this is how weekly work will be submitted.  

 
 
Required Materials: A Google Drive account, purchased or borrowed novels, access to MLA Handbook (a PDF 
to the 7th edition is linked on the class page) or Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) 

Beowulf translation by Seamus Heaney Beneath Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 
Grendel by John Gardner Animal Farm by George Orwell 
A Separate Peace by John Knowles  
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton Materials for journalism will be provided.  

 
Expectations/Homework:  
There are four primary elements in this class.  
 
1) Assigned reading: Students will be required to keep pace with the class as we move through various works 
throughout the year. Because everything overlaps, falling behind on reading means falling behind on everything 
else. 
 
2) Personal responses* to assigned reading: Students are required to create a Google Document to answer 
response questions substantively posted on the class page and then share the link with me. This helps me 
correspond with each student individually to ensure he/she understands what’s going on in the story and to 
encourage independent critical thinking. These personal responses are in lieu of weekly reading quizzes.  
 
3) Three academic essays and three journalism stories: Students should already have an understanding of how 
to construct a basic five-paragraph essay, but the unit on journalism will include instructions on how to write a 
news story, feature story, and editorial in AP Style. All submitted work needs to be typed in Times New 
Roman, 12 pt., double-spaced. 
 
4) Tests: There will be a test on Beowulf and two end-of-the-semester tests on what we’ve read/studied. All tests 
are OPEN NOTES, not open book or open cell phone. I highly encourage everyone to take notes from class 
lectures and write down whatever I write on the board. 

 
 
*Personal responses are substantive responses to weekly prompts related to the assigned reading and will be 
completed in one continuous Google Document so I can reply and interact individually with the student. 
Responses are due by Wednesday at 3 p.m. 
 

https://jenniecreatesclasses.com/hs-english-a/


What is a substantive response? Responding to reading assignments is necessary to ensure understanding. 
Responses are not opinions on the story, nor a restating of facts. Rather, it is an exercise in critical thinking that 
uses facts from the reading to support the student’s ideas.  
 

A substantive response includes:  
● Identifying and interpreting the author’s intentions  
● Dissecting the motives of the character 
● Projecting what might happen based on a current passage  
● Explaining deeper messages and meanings within the text 

 
Example 

Prompt: In The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis creates four main and distinct characters in 
Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy. Why do you think Lewis designated one child as rebellious early in the story? 

Poor response: Because he wanted to make the story interesting.  
Better response:  Lewis created a diverse cast of kids so there would be tension in the story and it would 
be more interesting. The story wouldn’t be as good if everyone had the same personality. 
Best response: By designating Edmund as rebellious, Lewis sets up the symbolic story with a “Judas” 
already in motion. He shows Edmund’s discontent early in the story so readers understand that he will be 
the one to betray Aslan. The White Witch sees Edmund as an easy target and preys on him to achieve her 
goals. 

 
Note: I have high expectations for all of my students, but as a homeschooling mother I understand there are plenty 
of variables that affect a student’s capabilities. There is travel, illness, sports, etc. If there is a problem with an 
assignment, contact me BEFORE it is due. I have no problem extending grace to a student BEFORE a due date. 
There is less grace to be extended ON or AFTER a due date. Just keep me in the loop and all will be well.  
 

 
 


